
Behaviour and training professionals

Begin the training in the house. Call your puppy to you and reward him with some high 
value treats such as chicken, cheese or hotdog pieces (or anything that motivates your 
puppy such as a toy). Continue to repeat this exercise at random throughout the day, using 
different rooms in the house. 

Once you have been practising this over a few days, and your puppy is now  responding 
every time he is called, then it is time to introduce your cue word. The  cue word is your 
choice, but you need to ensure that it is not used for any other training commands. 

Begin by calling your puppBegin by calling your puppy, followed by your cue word (for example; “Barney  come”). 
Reward and praise your puppy when he obliges. Continue to practise this daily until your 
puppy is responding on cue. 

Once you are at this stage you can begin to introduce small distractions. Perform the 
training in the garden to begin with and build this up gradually to your local park. However, 
during the training process always keep your puppy on a long training lead, until he is 
returning to you consistently. 

If you find that your puppy stops responding to you with the distractions around, then take the 
training back 1 or 2 steps and build it up gradually again. As with all training, it will take time and 
patience so do not expect your puppy to be responding to you straight away. 

Remember to make yourself interesting as this will encourage him to return to you when called. Call 
his name and run away to allow him to chase you, then reveal a toy and play with him once he 
reaches you.

Never punish your puppy for a slow recall. Doing this will undo all of the hard work you have put into Never punish your puppy for a slow recall. Doing this will undo all of the hard work you have put into 
to training him. Instead accept it as a learning curve and understand that your puppy isn’t at that 
level yet, so return to the previous step.  

If you are still concerned about your puppy’s behaviour and feel that you would benefit from 
further assistance and support, please do not hesitate to contact us on 07538 032 508 or 
07432 153 674.

RECALL
(How To Train Your Puppy to Return to You)

This is a very common problem that many owners struggle with, so you are not alone! Luckily it is a 
problem that can be easily rectified if it is approached in the correct way. Training your puppy to return 
when called is much easier when they are young, and as long as you continue to reinforce the training, 
you should continue to have a respondent dog all through adulthood. 

Here are our top tips for training a recall:Here are our top tips for training a recall:


